METRIC SYSTEM NOTES
The Metric System is a decimal based system of measurement units, often called the International System of Units (SI).

Basic Metric Units

- Meters (m) measure distance

- Liters (L) measure liquid volume

- Centimeters cubed (cm3) measure solid volume

- Grams (g) measure mass

- Degree Celsius (ºC) measures temperature.

Volume - the amount of space an object takes up.  

- Volume of a Solid (in cm or m) = L x W x H  



** Use displacement to determine volume of an 




irregular shaped solid. 
- Volume of a Liquid (in mL or L) is measured using a graduated cylinder. 

Mass – the amount of matter (“stuff”) an object contains, measured in units of grams (g).  

- Weight is the pull of gravity on an object’s mass.  So… mass and weight are not quite the same.


- Use
an electric balance to find the mass of an object.
Density – the amount of mass in a given volume (D = M/V).  Water has a density of 1.0 g/ml
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