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Observing Nature
Today you will be observing an organism to find evidence that suggests it is a “living thing”.  First, review your notes on “The Characteristics of Living Things”.  Then follow the procedure below.  Remember that detailed observations, along with prior knowledge, lead to stronger inferences.  

1.  Name of the organism __________________
2.  Sketch of the organism (label as much as you can)


3.  Observations: Make 5 specific observations of the organism
            * make sure these are facts that everyone would agree on.


* include a description of the organism and what it is doing.


* include multiple words in your observation

   a. ____________________________________________________________________
   b. ____________________________________________________________________
   c. ____________________________________________________________________
   d. ____________________________________________________________________
   e. ____________________________________________________________________
4.  Inferences: Based on your observations, make 2 inferences about the organism.
* Each inference should be one possible explanation of something your just observed (what it eats, when it is active, its habitat, how it protects itself, etc.)
   a. ____________________________________________________________________
   b. ____________________________________________________________________
5.  Refer to the notes on “The Characteristics of Living Things” in your comp. book.  Which characteristics were you able to observe in your snail?  Explain how you observed each one.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6.  Which characteristics were you not able to observe in your snail?  Explain why you were not able to observe each one.  


________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
